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From the west coast to the east,
enjoy the best of this country’s
stunning natural landscapes from
the comfort of these luxury lodgings
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EL QUESTRO

At El Questro Homestead, they don’t believe in ordinary.
Surrounded by some of Western Australia’s most
spectacular wilderness in the East Kimberley, the
Homestead (elquestro.com.aw) - which takes just nine
couples - specialises in turning the everyday into the
extraordinary. Take sunset drinks. You can enjoy a quiet
drink on the verandah if you like, but the Homestead’s
signature sunset experience takes things just that little bit
further. It starts when you strap yourself into a helicopter
for a flight to a sky-scraping peak, part of the mighty
Cockburn Ranges. Once the pilot has landed the helicopter,
he conjures up a cheese platter and a bottle of bubbly

and lets you enjoy one of the most memorable sunset
experiences ever.

There are plenty of other adventures in store at El
Questro Wilderness Park, which covers almost 300,000
hectares of the fabled Kimberley, famous for its dramatic
landscapes of rugged chasms, cascading waterfalls and
verdant bush. Guests at the Homestead get to choose
from a range of outdoor experiences; just pick the one
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that matches your appetite for adventure. You might, for
instance, spend the morning hiking a palm-fringed gorge
before relaxing in the afternoon with a soak in naturally
heated thermal springs. Alternatively, you might take
ascenic flight out to the Bungle Bungles, a collection of
beehive-shaped sandstone formations which are among
the Outback’s most dramatic sights. Whichever activity
you choose, don’t be afraid to work up an appetite: the
Homestead’s rates include your meals and wine, and the
sumptuous three-course dinners are a nightly highlight.
- UTE JUNKER
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(opposite) Sunset at El Questro;
(this page, clockwise from left) bathing in nature;
Homestead dinners are a highlight, with fresh
seafood on the menu
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QUALIA

There is no such thing as an average day at qualia (qualia.com.aw),
Hamilton Island’s most luxurious resort. Given its perch on the
eastern edge of the Great Barrier Reef, you will probably want to try
a spot of snorkelling or scuba diving at some point during your stay.
qualia can organise a private charter cruise, with frequent stops to
explore vibrant coral gardens amid shoals of tropical fish.

If you prefer to laze on the beach, that can also be arranged.

In fact, one of the world’s top 10 beaches, the postcard-perfect
Whitehaven Beach, is a quick boat ride away, and the resort’s
elegant 45-foot luxury cruiser, Atomic, is a suitably stylish way to
get there. Or perhaps a game of golf? Qualia guests get priority
access to the nearby Hamilton Island Golf Club, the only 18-hole
championship golf course in the country built on an island, which
offers stellar sea views from every hole.

Of course, you might simply decide to stay in and enjoy your
indulgent private pavillion, perhaps lounging on your deck, perhaps
enjoying a bath with a sea view, or perhaps even cooling down in
your private plunge pool. If you need some more serious relaxation,
head for the resort’s spa. The don’t-miss treatment is the Bullarri
Yarrul massage, using heated rocks to bring deep relaxation to tense
muscles. It is the perfect end to another perfect day in paradise.

- UTE JUNKER
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LONGITUDE 131°

When it comes to killer views at the recently refurbished boutique
luxury lodge Longitude 131° (longitudei31.com.aw), nestled in
Australia’s red heart, it’s the premium Dune Pavilion that sets
hearts aflutter. The stylish two-bedroom suite overlooks two
World Heritage-listed natural icons: Uluru in the foreground and
the 36-domed Kata Tjuta in the distance.

Both can be seen from the king-sized beds, as you skim over
sweeping red sand dotted with feathery desert oaks, flowering
shrubs and hardy wildflowers that come and go.

The showcase suite features floor-to-ceiling glass walls,
bespoke décor, large lounge, extended deck and vibrant artwork
from South Australia’s Tjala Arts Centre. Eclectic Indigenous
art stars throughout the lodge and the other 15 white-topped,
safari-style suites.

In the elevated Dune Top suite, you can bob around in a small
plunge pool, stretch out on beckoning sun lounges, clink glasses
over blood-red sunsets and enjoy intimate starlit dining in four
heated, curved pods.

The main lodge, the Dune House, has a new entrance and floor-
to-ceiling windows where guests succumb to the splendour of that
600-million-year-old monolith that often leaves them speechless.
And enhancing the overall luxury experience is the new Spa
Kinara (meaning ‘moon’), with various signature treatments,
while the pool area has a self-serve bar and inviting day beds.

Chef Jon Bryant’s dishes incorporate fresh flavours and bush
tucker nuances. Guests later return to find swags laid out on their
decks, complete with hot water bottle, popcorn and a nightcap
for optional, endless star-gazing. Another nocturnal attraction is
artist Bruce Munro’s illuminated Field of Light installation, which
has been extended to March 2018. - SUE WALLACE

(clockwise from below) Dune Pavilion; contemporary cuisine
with Indigenous and outback flavours; swags under the stars
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SAL SALIS

Many overlook the fact that the Great Barrier Reef
is not Australia’s only stunning coral reef. On the
west coast lies the much lesser-known Ningaloo
Reef, 260 kilometres of magnificent corals and
amazing marine life where you can enjoy some
remarkable underwater encounters. There are not
many other places on the planet where you can go
snorkelling and watch a huge manta ray do barrel
rolls just metres away, or swim with the largest
fish on the planet, the whale shark - a gentle giants
that can grow up to 12 metres in length.

Such an extraordinary destination deserves
extraordinary accommodation, which is why Sal
Salis (salsalis.com.au) is the place to stay. Located
inside a national park, this luxurious tented camp
takes you to another world: a place where the
stresses of the everyday simply fall away. This eco-
friendly camp manages to be both sustainable and
indulgent, with plenty of little luxuries to enjoy.

Inside each sumptuous safari tent you will find
comfortable beds clad with 500-thread-count
sheets; greeting the early morning you may find
kangaroos hopping quietly along the sandy dunes.
Start the day with a refreshing swim off the white
sand beach, just a few steps away. Don’t forget
to take the snorkel and mask that are supplied;
colourful corals, home to darting shoals of fish, lie
just metres offshore. Breakfast served in the lodge
is a gourmet experience, and fuels you up to enjoy
whatever adventures lie in store. - UTE JUNKER
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(from top) Luxurious safari tents; Sal Salis

provides direct access to Ningaloo Reef
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