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ESCAPE

Sails in the Desert has just 
undergone an extensive renovation 
project with the detailed 
refurbishment of all rooms, 
reception, and dining areas. This  
is immediately apparent as you 
walk into the large gallery and 
reception area where Indigenous 
art adorns the walls and the décor 
borrows the colours and tones of 
the bush. This infusion of rust, 
brown, and eucalypt-green tones  
is continued throughout the  
hotel and its rooms. 

The resort’s close ties with the 
land and the local Indigenous 
people is something that it holds 
very dear. Guests are given the 
opportunity to experience a range 
of Indigenous activities from 
Indigenous dancing to dot 
painting, boomerang throwing, 
and bush tucker. 

To celebrate these ties, Ayers Rock 
Resort held its inaugural Tjungu 
Festival to explore the best of 
Australian Indigenous culture. 
‘Tjungu’ means meeting or coming 
together in Pitjantjatjara, the local 
Indigenous dialect, and this 
attitude is central to each of the 
festival events you attend.  

Celebrity Chef Mark Olive, ‘The 
Black Olive’, hosts a bush tucker 
masterclass for those guests who 
are attending that evening’s Tastes 
of Tjungu dinner under the stars, 
for which he is catering. To start, 
he runs through a variety of native 
herbs and fruits that can add an 
intriguing flavour to a range of 
dishes from bush cucumber to 
desert lime, lemon myrtle leaf, 
mountain pepper leaf, muntrie 
berries, passionberry, quandong, 
and wattleseed. 
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The rock, a 
vivid red in the 
bright morning 
sun, blazes 
from the 
ground. Its 
incongruous 
existence in  
the centre  
of these 
boundless, flat 
plains of red 
dirt and desert 
scrub imbues  
it with a 
unique magic 
and majesty.

As your plane flies far 
above the endless 
swathes of desert, you 
spot the monolith of 
Uluru far below. The 

rock, a vivid red in the bright 
morning sun, blazes from the 
ground. Its incongruous existence 
in the centre of these boundless, 
flat plains of red dirt and desert 
scrub imbues it with a unique 
magic and majesty. As a sacred site 
for the local Anangu people, it’s 
easy to imagine their ancestral 
spiritual beings moving across this 
remote, harsh land.  

In this amazing environment, Ayers 
Rock Resort offers a range of 
accommodation options, from its 
premier Sails in the Desert hotel to 
its Desert Gardens Hotel, Emu 
Walk Apartments, and the Outback 
Pioneer Hotel and Lodge. OutbackOpulence
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Each ingredient is passed around 
on small plates for the large 
audience to sample. Mark then 
demonstrates how to cook a dish 
of barramundi fillet infused with 
lemon myrtle, which will feature in 
the Tjungu dinner. Those who 
can’t wait until dinner are urged to 
try the dish, which was prepared 
earlier and is available in large 
quantities beside the stage. 

An hour later, guests board 
several buses and travel to the 
resort’s Sounds of Silence dinner 
site. Here you walk to an Uluru 
sunset viewing area where you 
enjoy sparkling wine and canapés 
as the sun stains Uluru in a 
myriad of shades. 

As the sky darkens, guests take 
their seats under the stars and 
enjoy a ‘Black Olive’-inspired 
tasting platter, featuring smoked 
meats such as kangaroo and 
crocodile, served with a vegetable 
salad and roasted macadamia nuts 
dusted with pepper leaf.

Indigenous singer Shellie Morris 
then takes the stage to entertain 
the guests with the local Mutitjulu 
Ladies Choir. The main course 
follows, with a choice between the 
deep-sea barramundi fillet cooked 
in paperbark, infused with lemon 
myrtle, on a bed of chardonnay 
vinegar mash and candied lemons 
with a lemon aspen white wine 
glaze, which many sampled at the 
master class, or a beef fillet on a 

bed of sea parsley infused with 
silverbeet, and a potato roti, plated 
on pepper berry jus, served with a 
side of vegetables. 

Guests then enjoy a baked 
wattleseed cheesecake with 
whipped vanilla cream, poached 
muntrie berries, and a quandong 
compote while the resort’s resident 
star-talker guides guests through 
the observable constellations. 

Next morning is an early start with 
a sunrise camel tour near Uluru. In 
the cool early morning, you stand 
beside your kneeling camel, who 
sports the nickname Lazy Daisy, 
and carefully clamber onto his 
saddled hump. You slowly adapt to 
the rolling gait of the camel 
beneath you as you climb scrub-
covered sand dunes to watch the 
sun slowly illuminate Uluru. 

A morning of rest and relaxation 
over, you enjoy a casual lunch at 
the resort town’s Kulata Academy 
café, which is staffed by the 
trainees of Ayers Rock Resort’s 
National Indigenous Training 
Academy under the guidance of 
supervisory trainers. This 
impressive initiative gives trainees 
a comprehensive food and 
beverage training facility in a safe 
learning environment.

In the afternoon, you enjoy the 
festival’s Tjungu Cup, an inaugural 
Australian League Football match 
featuring local Indigenous players. 

Warren H Williams starts the 
concert and gets people dancing to 
a range of his country hits. As an 
ARIA Award finalist and a winner 
of the National Indigenous Music 
Award, Golden Guitar, and  
Deadly Award, Warren is an icon  
in the Australian music scene. He  
is then followed by Australian Idol 
winner Casey Donovan for a 
two-hour set. 

After a deep sleep within the 
comfort of your lush, white 
linen-covered bed, you walk down 
to Ilkari Restaurant for a delicious 
buffet breakfast. From a pancake 
and French toast station to light 
pastries, big breakfast staples, an 
omelette station, and many more 
options, the breakfast buffet is a 
wealth of delicacies. Ilkari is also 
open for dinner, and features 
another impressive buffet with a 
seafood station, roast pork carving 
and other meats station, a 
charcuterie board, a range of Asian 
curries and stir-fries, and a host of 
other options.  

You head back to the resort town 
following breakfast for a Maruku 
Arts Dot Painting Workshop, 
which provides guests with a fun 
and interactive introduction to 
western Indigenous art. A resort 
guide and a local Indigenous 
artist run the workshop and 
demonstrate the traditional 
symbols of dot-painting and their 
meanings, and invite guests to 
create their own dot-painting.

You check out of Sails in the Desert 
and get a private transfer to 
Longitude 131°. A meandering 
rust-red road winds through dense 
scrub, leading to a circular driveway 

The two young teams, from the 
local Anangu Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytajatjara lands, were 
mentored and coached by 
Indigenous ALF hero and former 
Sydney Swans player Michael 
O’Loughlin, who also joined each 
of the teams for half a game.

Venturing back to the resort town 
and its Indigenous markets, which 
sell Indigenous jewellery, art, and 
clothes, you sit down and watch an 
invigorating demonstration of 
Indigenous dancing by the 
Wakagetti Dance Troupe. 

After a restful afternoon beside 
the hotel’s pool, you enjoy some 
drinks at the Walpa Bar before 
walking to the resort town’s lawn 
for the official closing of the 
festival with a fashion parade  
and concert. 

Indigenous fashion icon and 
model Samantha Harris leads a 
special fashion parade with  
young women from the local 
Indigenous community who have 
volunteered as models. Guided  
by Samantha, they showcase a 
range of Indigenous fashion, 
textiles, and accessories by 
Indigenous designers. 

You slowly 
adapt to the 
rolling gait of 
the camel 
beneath you  
as you climb 
scrub-covered 
sand dunes  
to watch the 
sun slowly 
illuminate Uluru.

that ends under a white shade. 
Here you are met by another 
member of staff who leads you up 
the red-sand path to the cool 
splendour of the Dune House—
Longitude’s hub, lounge, reception, 
and restaurant—and are 
immediately ushered to a table with 
sweeping views of Uluru and its 
wide plains. Staff explain that after 
several years of atypical rainfall, the 
land is covered in greenery, belying 
its nickname of ‘the Red Centre’.

For lunch, you have an entrée of 
cured South Australian kingfish 
with shaved fennel, watermelon 
radish, and finger lime caviar.  
You also enjoy a main of zucchini 
blossom angel hair linguine  
with saffron, lemon, mint, and 
ciabatta croutons. 

You are shown to your stunning 
pavilion. Each of the pavilions at 
Longitude boasts uninterrupted 
views of Uluru and is individually 
designed with a specific explorer 
or iconic historical figure in  
mind. Your pavilion is named  
and designed after Sir William 
Gosse, the first non-Indigenous 
man to discover and explore 
Uluru. The pavilion’s walls are 
adorned with maps, articles, and 
historical documents on Gosse 
and his adventures. With a  
wide, white tent-like roof, an 
enveloping king bed, and rustic, 
outback-inspired furnishings, the 
pavilion takes ‘glamping’ to an 
entirely new level. 

An afternoon of swimming, 
reading, and resting is followed 
by heading out in one of 
Longitude’s fleet of air-
conditioned luxury buses for your 
afternoon tour. At the base of 
Uluru, your guide takes you on 
the Mala walk, pointing out 
unique rock formations and caves 
which were used for mens and 
womens business. 

The tour ends at Kantju Gorge, a 
stunning waterhole which is a 
peaceful place of silence and 
reflection. As the sun sets over this 
gorge, the rock blazes in stunning 
shades of red, orange, pink, and 
purple. While enjoying this 
spectacle, Longitude staff serve 
drinks and canapés. 

Guests are then driven back to 
Longitude to shower and  
change before dinner at the  
Dune House. Dinner stretches 
over four courses (earlier in the 
day you were given the chance to 
peruse the menu and ensure it is 
to your liking). 
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To start, you savour a Cloudy Bay 
Storm clam ceviche with 
macadamia oil, shallots, and celery 
shoots. A rich cauliflower and 
camembert soup with truffle 
parmesan and pancetta lardons 
follows. As with all other lunches 
and dinners at Longitude, perfectly 
matched wines are offered 
alongside the meal, together with  
a host of other wines, cocktails, 
and drinks. 

The main course is a Coorong 
Black Angus beef fillet with 
pommes purée, parsley-buttered 
mushrooms, glazed baby leek, and 
a Pinot noir and pink peppercorn 
jusette. To finish, you enjoy an 
aerated chocolate mousse with 
cinnamon caramel, orange and 
sesame tuile, and Davidson plum 
compote. Petit fours are then 
served with coffee and tea.

To avoid the harsh heat of the day, 
tours at Longitude are undertaken 
in the early morning and late 
afternoon. The next morning starts 
early, with breakfast served from 
5.45 am for those wanting a hot 
breakfast before their morning 

weaving through dunes to an 
intimate outdoor dining area under 
the stars. Surrounding dunes  
give the illusion of remoteness, 
despite the fact that it’s only a 
short walk back to your pavilion. 

A didgeridoo player greets guests 
as they step off the bus and into 
this otherworldly oasis. A blanket 
of bright stars stretches above you, 
while a long dining table sits at the 
centre of this magical scene. Red 
lamps illuminate the black-clothed 
table and ensure that the bugs and 
flies are not attracted by any bright 
white lights.

The first course is a tender 
herb-scented pork belly with 
parsley and a strawberry and 
endive salad. A white asparagus 
velouté with sea urchin crème 
fraîche and violets follows, while 
competent servers move around 
the talkative group, efficiently 
delivering and clearing plates  
and drinks. 

For the main, guests enjoy a 
pan-seared red snapper with soft 
polenta, baby squash salad, vine 
tomatoes, chervil, and lemon and 
sage beurre noisette. As the dishes 
for this sumptuous meal are 
cleared, noises come from the 
nearby bush. Wood is clacked 
together and muffled yells emerge 
from the dark. Finally, someone 
yells back and three Indigenous 
dancers covered in white paint 
come out of the bush.

The leader of the Wakagetti Dance 
Troupe, who perform at the resort 
town as well, explains that it’s 
tradition to call out a greeting 
before entering another tribe’s 
space. Detailing ancient Indigenous 

tour. Notably, the wattleseed and 
cinnamon French toast with grilled 
bacon, brandy mascarpone, 
hibiscus flower syrup, fresh 
strawberries, and caramelised 
banana is a unique, fine-dining 
twist on a breakfast classic. 

This morning tour takes guests on 
an in-depth guided tour of Walpa 
Gorge at Kata Tjuta. Your friendly, 
informed guide details the natural 
history of Kata Tjuta, explaining 
how eons of weathering and 
continental upheaval have created 
the masses seen today. You then 
drive back to the Kata Tjuta 
viewing area to get expansive  
shots of these impressive 
monolithic domes. 

The rest of the morning is whiled 
away in your pavilion, enjoying its 
expansive views across the desert 
and helping yourself to the snacks 
and mini bar. With its remote 
location and dedication to an 
immersive luxury, all meals, snacks, 
and drinks at Longitude are 
included and delivered with an 
exceptional level of service. Each 
staff member introduces 
themselves to you personally  
when they serve you, and they 
exhibit a distinctive level of 
friendliness and warmth. 

Lunch in the Dune House is 
another smorgasbord of delicious 
dishes, including Hervey Bay 
scallops with sea urchin butter, 
lavender, and lemon; Yellowfin 
tuna with crispy zucchini,  

tomato chilli jam, soy, and pickled 
ginger aioli; and strawberry 
sorbet to finish. 

Throughout the meal, you enjoy 
zesty mojitos, relishing the 
opulence and comfort around  
you. Outside of meal times, guests 
can order drinks from staff 
members or go behind the Dune 
House’s wide bar and get creative 
with the cocktail list. 

In an alcove of the Dune House 
lies its library with a range of 
books, a television, and a beautiful 
chess set of expertly carved marble 
pieces. Playing chess with a mojito 
in one hand and Uluru visible on 
the horizon through the floor-to-
ceiling windows is the perfect way 
to while away the afternoon. 

The afternoon tour takes guests to 
the Cultural Centre, where you can 
learn the cultural and spiritual 
meanings of Uluru and Kata Tjuta 
and browse local Indigenous 
artworks and souvenirs. Guests are 
then driven to the Uluru sunset 
viewing area where crowds of 
people get their images of the 
southern face of Uluru in the 
shifting sunset colours. Local 
Indigenous women walk through 
the excited groups, offering 
artworks for sale and an 
inexpensive alternative to the 
paintings on offer at the  
Cultural Centre. 

As darkness falls, you head back 
towards Longitude, the bus 

A didgeridoo 
player greets 
guests as they 
step off the bus 
and into this 
otherworldly 
oasis. A blanket 
of bright stars 
stretches above 
you, while a 
long dining 
table sits at the 
centre of this 
magical scene.

creation stories, their leader 
introduces each dance and its 
meaning before the dancers launch 
into the amazing physical and 
evocative movements. Under an 
impossibly starry sky with the 
warmth of the desert around you, 
the dances intimately intertwine 
with this magical, striking scene. 

Once the dancers finish, guests are 
encouraged to talk to them and get 
photos with them. Finally, this 
decadent meal ends with a sweet 
baked ricotta with rhubarb and 
riberry compote, gingernut 
crumble, eucalypt honey, and 
brandy syrup. Coffee, tea, and petit 
fours are also served. 

As guests relax around the table 
and savour the complete 
contentment that the evening has 
brought, staff members introduce 
Longitude’s sky talker. Guests 
gather around the slowly dying 
wood fire in the desert sand as the 
sky talker points to planets and 
constellations across the southern 
night sky. Under this star-studded 
sky, Longitude staff light the way 
back to your pavilion with 
flashlights and warm smiles. 

The next morning, a comforting 
breakfast of free-range poached 
eggs from the Fleurieu Peninsula, 
organic bacon, roasted truss 
tomatoes, field mushrooms, 
sautéed spinach, potato and herb 
cake, chorizo, and lemon gives you 
the energy burst you need to 
conquer the morning’s tour.

The Mutitjulu Meander tour 
allows guests to venture to the 
base of the northern side of Uluru 
as the morning sun lights up the 
rock. The informative tour guide 

directs guests along the base’s 
path and tells the Indigenous 
creation stories about the shaping 
of this land. He points to 
distinctive evidence, or tjukurpa, 
which the local Indigenous people 
believe demonstrates the 
movements and experiences of 
their ancestral beings.

Guests walk past a boys cave 
where the elders would teach the 
young men of the tribe about their 
responsibilities and roles. Further 
along the base lies the serene space 
of the Mutitjulu Waterhole, where 
the guide tells the story of Kuniya 
and Liru. Your walk continues to 
Kuniya Piti where more tjukurpa 
exists along the rock’s side. After a 
20-minute walk around a section 
of the base of Uluru, you go back 
to the bus and enjoy some light 
pastries and fruit. 

The rest of the morning is spent 
packing your bags, reluctantly 
farewelling the comfortable 
confines of your pavilion, and 
lounging in the Dune House. Your 
final lunch consists of an entrée of 
kangaroo carpaccio with 
kumpurumpa and seeded mustard 
cream and green apple, a main of 
grilled Cape Grimm beef with 
cavalo nero, baby beetroot, and 
red wine jusette, and a dessert of 
passionfruit sorbet. This delicious 
array of dishes is a fitting end to 
the assortment of fabulous fine 
dining on offer at Longitude 131°.

From the dedicated solicitousness 
of its staff to its pitch-perfect 
design and décor, awe-inspiring 
location, sweeping views, and 
exceptional fine dining, Longitude 
131° delivers a unique and utterly 
luxurious experience.  
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